LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS
6. Works which for political or other reasons are
by the Government.1
For these and various other reasons many publications escape
the meshes of the copyright act and are lacking in the collections
of the British Museum and the other privileged libraries. For
example, no first editions of the early works of Blake, Burns,
Byron, Keats, or Shelley went into the national library under the
copyright acts. The original issues of David Copperfield in parts
were obtained much later by bequest; Pendennis in parts is still
lacking.2 No important first editions of Jane Austen's novels
published before 1833 came to the Bodleian by the copyright
privilege; Scott's Waverley, Johnson's Lives of the Poets, and the
third edition of Boswell's Life (the basis of all modern editions)
were also not received from this source.3 Fortunately, most of
the serious and lamentable desiderata have since been acquired,4
some by gift, others by purchase at prices that already seem
ridiculously cheap. The British Museum, however, still lacks
copies of the first editions of:
Arnold Bennett's    Thoughts on National Kitchens, 19185
Rupert Brooke's     1914 and other poems, 1915
The Pyramids, 1904
Lithuania, 1915
Lewis Carroll's      Alice in Wonderland, 1865
William Collins's   Persian Eclogues, 1742
Charles Dickens's  A Christmas Carol (trial issue) 1844
Norman Douglas's South Wind, 1917
John Drinkwater's Abraham Lincoln, 1918
John Galsworthy's Full Moon, 1915
Man of Property, 1906
Thomas Hardy's    Dynasts, 19036*
1  On this point see an extremely critical essay by E. S. P. Haynes entitled
* "The Taboos of the British Museum Library*' in the English Review, December
1913, pp. 123-34.
2  Sir F. Kenyon [In] Essays offered to Herbert Putnam, 1929, p. 250.
8 See Library Association Recordt 1931, p. 61.
4 During 1934-5 the Friends of the Bodleian purchased for the Bodleian
Library first editions of Pope's Essay on Criticism, Scott's Wauerley and
Vision of Don Roderick, and Wordsworth's first work, Descriptive Sketches.
Library Association Record, August 1935, p. 315.
4 Pamphlets by Arnold Bennett are extremely rare, and of this particular
item no copies exist in the British Museum or the Bodleian Library.
* The first volume was published in January  1904; but a few copies